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Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond to Host Virginia Youth Development 

Conference 

 

RICHMOND (January 4, 2019) – In an effort to foster collaboration among youth development organizations across 
the state, Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond is hosting the “Changing the Odds: Virginia Youth Development 
Conference” on January 24 at the Westin Richmond. 
 
“Youth development is a collaborative effort. We believe that learning and sharing knowledge is critical to help 
organizations grow in order to benefit Virginia’s young people,” said Todd McFarlane, president and CEO of Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond. “All youth are deserving of equitable, quality services and programs that help launch 
them into adulthood happy, whole and ready for success in life. We are excited to bring this statewide conversation 
to the forefront in Richmond. We look forward to sharing ideas to continue making equitable and quality service a 
reality.” 
 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond has worked with nationally recognized Forum for Youth Investment to co-
design an engaging agenda focused on what it will take to change the odds for children and youth in Virginia. This 
interactive day of shared learning combines keynotes, workshops and roundtable discussions to explore why and 
how youth organizations can do more to support youth success.  
 
Conference faculty includes nationally recognized speakers and facilitators from the Forum for Youth Investment: 
Karen Pittman, Merita Irby, Larry Pasti, and Priscilla Little. Bringing state and local perspectives to the conversation 
are Nancy Deutsch, director of Youth-Nex at UVA's Center to Promote Effective Youth Development at the Curry 
School of Education, and Candy Markman, retired planning director for Afterschool Initiatives for the Nashville 
Mayor's Office of Children and Youth.  
 
The Changing the Odds: Virginia Youth Development Conference, sponsored by Altria, is free for youth development 
organizations within the Commonwealth, but advance registration is required. For more information, visit 
bgcmr.org/ydc2019  
 
About Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond  
Since 1953, Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond (BGCMR.org) has pursued its mission to empower young people 
to succeed in life. Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond helps youth thrive by providing a positive, enriching and 
safe environment during out-of-school time. Today, five Clubs in four neighborhoods in Richmond and Petersburg, 
serve approximately 1,200 annually through membership and community outreach. Club programs help develop 
youth who are life-ready and poised to succeed in their communities and in the world at large. 
 
About Forum for Youth Investment 
Founded in 1998, the Forum for Youth Investment is committed to changing the odds that all children and youth are 
ready for college, work and life. The Forum helps change-oriented leaders build their capacity to think differently, 
act differently and act together; improve the alignment and appropriateness of child and youth policy agendas and 
investments; and strengthen programs and practitioners to create environments in which youth thrive, across all 
the systems and settings where young people spend time. 
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